


Foreword

In 1981 the American Clock and Watch Museum published a catalogue
entitled Vienna Regulators of Lenzkirch and Lorenz Bob consisting of plates
used in the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876 by Benedict Ebner,
agent for Collection of Black Forest Clock Manufacturers represented at the
Exhibition. The late Albert B. Ebner presented this material plus a small
catalogue of clocks by Lorenz Bob (1805-1878)*, a well known Furtwangen
clock manufacturer whose wife Anna Elizabeth Horrisberger (1833-1907)
is buried in Waterbury, CT.* This material, combined and supplemented
with commentary, resulted in a 120 page publication the popularity of
which exceeded expectation.

The undersigned having what may be the oldest Lenzkirch catalogue
known, thought that since the Museum continues to receive requests for
this publication and NAWCC Chapter #133 furnished a grant forthe purpose
of publishing this expanded edition, it would be of use to those who are
interested in the so-called Vienna-Regulator style of clock to have access
to the illustrations of this extremely rare volume. The plates of the original
are plateengravings of high quality and greatdetail arranged inanaccordian
style with cloth joints. A few because of age have deteriorated but most of
the plates are included herewith and illustrate the enormous range of styles
produced in the 1850's by this once famous firm.

The American Clock and Watch Museum is most grateful to NAWCC
Western Electrics Chapter #133 for makmg this new edition possible.

D. J. Blackwell, Former President
American Clock and Watch Museum

*Footnote: Lorenz Bab, Gerd Bender; Furtwangen, 1985.

Copyright by Dana |. Blackwell, 1981
Second Edition Copyright by Dana |. Blackwell, 1990
ISBN 0930476 - 21 - 2
Published by the
American Clock and Watch Museum, Inc.
100 Maple Street, Bristol, CT 06010
(203) 583-6070

Introduction

The Vienna Regulator and German Manufacturers

In recent years the so-called “Vienna Regulator” has become an
object of considerable interest to both clock collectors and homemakers.
During much of the nincteenth century this style of clock enjoyed wide
popularity through most of Europe. Some clocks of this style found
their way to America and had considerable influence on the styles of
clocks produced in the United States. Early in the twenticth century the
enormous number of other dock models introduced by American and
German factories gradually made the raditional Vienna regulator ap-
pear old fashioned. By World War I production of such clocks had almost
ceased though a limited number were manufactured for rural sections
where fashions of earlier generations persisted long after they had been
abandoned in urban areas. By World War II there was almost
no interest in such clocks except perhaps on the part of people who
inherited a good example.

The past dozen years have witnessed a revival of interest in these
clocks and their history and technology. As life in this age becomes in-
creasingly mechanized, computerized and circumscribed by govern-
ment regulation, it is only natural that people should develop a sense of
nostalgia and a craving for life as it existed in less complex times. Few
things give onc more ol a sense of earlier times than do uckmg clocks
that have come down from former generations still “living” though
their makers have departed. The Vienna regulator seems to symbolize
the “gemutlich” character of Viennese life in its golden age.

While many old clocks have considerable appeal aesthetically and
mechanically, [ew can equal for houschold use that of the well designed
Vienna regulator with its fairly long visible pendulum, clear porcelain
dial, delicate hands, and well made but delicate mahogany or walnut
case with slim lines and restrained decoration. As is so often the evolu-
tion, these clocks started out with beautiful form but ultimately de-
generated into overdecorated and ugly pieces reflecting declining taste
in the late nineteenth century and obsession with ornamentation often
quite meaningless yet freely applied to every available surface, readily
made possible at low cost with increasing use of mechanized wood-
working equipment.

At the end will be found a few photographs of actual clocks by the
Lenzkirch factory, one by Resch Brothers of a style imported by Kroeber
and others circa 1880, and another of a style popular in the 1870 period.
These are included for comparative purposes since woodcuts do not
always convey the actual appearance of details. At that time there was
some [reedom of interpretation by woodworkers making cases; so
variations are found which give clocks individuality not possible in our
age ol mechanized production.

The Lenzkirch and Bob cataloges herewith reproduced were given to
the American Clock & Watch Museum by the late Albert B. Ebner whose
ancestor, Benedikt Ebner, had been a clockmaker in Baden and acted as
an agent for the Black Forest Collective Exhibit in the Main Building at
the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876. Though Mr. G. S.
Lovell was the actual agent, Mr. Ebner worked for Mr. Lovell at 627
Market St. in Philadelphia (Lovell moved to 731 Market St. in 1877) and
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Two Views Showing a Portion of the Black Forest Collective Exhibit at the United
States Centennial, Philadelphia, 1876.

These examples, being made by Gustav
Becker and Hamburg-American Clock

company as late as 1915, illustrate the
deterioration of the Vienna 1

style.
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